How to Interact With a Wheelchair User 

Disabled people prefer their disabilities to be irrelevant as they move about in social situations. Judge the person as if the disability were not present. 

1. Relax. 

2. Smile. 

3. Be open-minded in your approach. 

4. Remember most people using wheelchairs are not chronically ill. 

5. Offer to shake hands. If the person cannot, you'll be greeted in another fashion. 

6. Speak directly to the person in the wheelchair rather than to any companion.  

7. Look at the person when you talk, rather than at the wheelchair. 

8. Sit at the person's level if the conversation will be an extended one. 

9. Remember the wheelchair is part of the user's personal space. 

10. Understand the person regards the wheelchair in the same way you think about your car: it is simply a tool for mobility. 

11. People using wheelchairs realize children are curious. If a child asks a question you feel is embarrassing, don't chastise the child. Let the disabled person handle the situation. 

12. A polite offer of help is acceptable if the situation warrants it. For example, many wheelchair users find opening doors awkward. 

  
· It's normal to be curious as to why someone uses a wheelchair, but let the subject come up naturally. 

· Colloquialisms like, "I've got to be running along," come naturally to everyone.  You'll notice disabled people also use them as part of their routine conversations. 

· If you invite a person who uses a wheelchair to accompany you somewhere, check in advance to make sure your destination is accessible. 
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Warnings: 
· "What's wrong with you?" is a question no one wants to hear. 

· The wheelchair is not the person. 

· A person has a disability rather than being a disabled person - "normal" is not the opposite of "disabled." 

· People "use" wheelchairs rather than being "wheelchair-bound" or "confined to a wheelchair." 

· If you're curious about the wheelchair itself, ask directly, but remember not to handle it like a car on display at a dealership. 
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Tips from eHow Users: 
Just be YOU by Lola
Being a person with a disability , I like to be treated like you would treat any other of your friends .... I may need a little more help sometimes , especially if I go out and my wheelchair needs to be taken out of the trunk , things like that ... but remember , I am a person , I am not a disability , so treat me with the same courtesy you would treat anyone !

4 tips from eHow users: 

  1.  Just one more thing  eHow Friend   When interacting with someone in a wheelchair, do not talk louder or overexaggerate things. We are not deaf, blind or stupid, we are just in a wheelchair. 

   2.  We're not stupid!  Francesca S.   Some of us are University Graduates, and more educated than the people that patronize us......... 

   3.  We're not asexual!  Francesca S.  Please don't assume that all wheelchair users are incapable of sexual relationships, or have no sexual feelings. Also, as with able-bodied people, please don't assume heterosexuality. 

 From E-How Online: http://www.ehow.com/tips_4881.html
